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Meetings and Announcements

Weekly Horticulture Zoom Talks

This round of horticulture Zoom talks has ended. Altogether, I've presented 75 talks
on various subjects, mostly related to gardens and landscape design. We may resume
horticulture Zoom at some point. [ want to thank Travel Gallery of Pasadena for hosting
me, making it much easier for me to offer these talks.

Karlik announcement: Phase change

[ have officially retired as of July 1, 2022. However, I consider this to be a phase
change. Let me explain what that means.

In chemistry, a phase refers to a state of matter, e.g., solid, liquid, or gas. A phase
change is then the altering of that state, usually by adding or withdrawing heat to increase
or decrease molecular motion. For example, for water, a phase change occurs when liquid
water becomes ice or vice versa. It's the same stuff, just arranged differently. Similarly, I
am still the same person and associated with UC Cooperative Extension, and I have what
we call emeritus status, which means I can work on projects (but not be paid). My email is
still active, and [ am helping out at the office in various ways.

We have been talking about restarting a Master Gardener program in Kern, which
we had about 30 years ago. Since that time, I've offered many horticulture classes, but we
have not had a volunteer component associated with them. I will not “drive” any Master
Gardener program, but I do plan to assist if the office decides to begin one.

A Publication on Principles of Xeriscape

[ have been working on a publication on the principles of xeriscape, that is, water-
conserving landscapes. It has passed the copy-editing stage at UC Communications and is
now in the layout stage. Should be ready soon. It discusses the seven principles of
xeriscape design and what steps are most important to save water in landscape irrigation.
[ will let you know when it is released.



A Historical Note

In my office archives, | came across a gem of a publication, Principles of Landscape
Design, by Harry L. Holmes, c. 1933. Mr. Holmes was Instructor in Horticulture, Kern
County Union High School. This booklet of 75 pages, cover seen below, was published by
Future Farmers of America, Bakersfield Chapter, Kern County Union High School, press of
the Bakersfield Californian.

Many classic adobe houses and buildings are shown, all this before WWII and well
before the 1952 earthquake. Much of what Mr. Holmes says is still valid; plants haven’t
changed all that much in 90 years.

[ especially enjoyed the photo, shown below, of what Mr. Holmes calls “butchery” of
trees. Here is the full caption from the scan of the photo from p.52, both shown below,
“Most shade trees need very little pruning and such butchery as this should never be
practiced.” True, most shade trees need very little pruning. As you can see, the photo does
show resemblance to pruning that can be seen around Bakersfield and Kern County. Seems
to be a cultural legacy of sorts.



CHAPTER XII
CARE OF TREES AND SHRUBS

When the tree or shrub is well planted only a start is made
toward assurance that it is going to be a salisfactory plant for
the particular location selected. Care after planting is essential
and some knowledge of the traits of the particular plant must
be had if proper results are to be expected,

Plantings are often abused. Wires tied around limbs girdle
them, making a swelling above the constriction and weakening
the tree. Ropes rub through the bark, exposing the wood to
decay and destroying the vital living tissue just beneath the
bark. Stock, tied to trees, break limbs, rub off the bark, or cal
the smaller twigs and the
leaves. Grass or rubbish
are thoughtlessly burned
near the plants, scorching
the leaves, killing twigs,
and making the tree or
shrub generally unsighily.

Pruning. Through a lack
of proper knowledge trees
are often grossly abused
when pruning time comes.
Shade trees are often liter-
ally bulchered. Tops are
cut back to limbs ten to
twelve inches in diameter,
for what reason it is hard
to tell. Some few Lrees, as
the Poplars, mostly unde-
sirable ones, do need quite
severe heading back occa-
sionally fo prevent break-
ing of long soft wooded

branches; but the large ma-
e B BT ICaNY A% T jority of our shade trees
BRI ARG will develop stronger frame
work and be much longer lived if they are properly pruned.
Very litile pruning is necessary. Removal of interfering branches
and dead wood is all that is required. In removing limbs they
should be cut off clean, with a saw, and the cul made parallel
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John Karlik Environmental Horticulture/Environmental Science

Disclaimer: Discussion of research findings necessitates using trade names. This does not constitute product endorsement, nor does it suggest
products not listed would not be suitable for use. Some research results included involve use of chemicals which are currently registered for use,
or may involve use which would be considered out of label. These results are reported but are not a recommendation from the University of
California for use. Consult the label and use it as the basis of all recommendations.

In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the University of California, Division of
Agriculture and Natural Resources (UC ANR) is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender, gender
expression, gender identity, pregnancy (which includes pregnancy, childbirth, and medical conditions related to pregnancy or childbirth), physical or mental
disability, medical condition (cancer-related or genetic characteristics), genetic information (including family medical history), ancestry, marital status,
family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, age, sexual orientation, citizenship, or status as a U.S. veteran, or
reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity. Program information may be made available in languages other than English. Persons with disabilities
who require alternative means of communication to obtain program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language) should
contact the UC ANR ADA Coordinator, phone: 530-750-1317, email: daritz@ucanr.edu or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720- 2600 (voice and TTY) or
contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. To file a program discrimination complaint with the USDA, a complainant should
complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, which can be obtained online at https://www.ocio.usda.gov/document/ad-3027,
from any USDA office, by calling (866) 632- 9992, or by writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must contain the complainant’s name, address,
telephone number, and a written description of the alleged discriminatory action in sufficient detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR)
about the nature and date of an alleged civil rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted to USDA by: (1) Mail: U.S. Department
of Agriculture Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 1400 Independence Avenue, SW Washington, D.C. 20250- 9410; or (2) Fax: (833) 256-1665 or
(202) 690-7442; or (3) Email: program.intake@usda.gov.The University of California, Division of Agriculture and Natural Resources (UC ANR) is an equal
opportunity provider. Alternatively, a program discrimination compliant may be filed with the UC Harassment & Discrimination Assistance and Prevention
Program (HDAPP) by email hdapp@ucdavis.edu or phone: 530-304-3864; or contact the UC ANR Title IX Coordinator at (530) 752-9466.
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