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Bringing beekeepers and pesticide applicators together by tracking and 
safeguarding hive locations.
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History
BeeWhere evolved out of a simple idea – to further facilitate communication between beekeepers 
and applicators by using modern technology. Historically, pins on a cork board would mark hive 
locations that were faxed or called into the County Agricultural Commissioner office.

A coalition of stakeholders, led by the California Association of Pest Control Advisers (CAPCA) and 
County Agricultural Commissioners and Sealers Association (CACASA), was formed in 2017 to create a 
model for beekeepers to easily register their hives.

Although regulations have been in place for years, beekeeper registration compliance has been 
historically limited across the state impacting notification between beekeepers and applicators during 
bloom. The former system was lagging due to outdated technology and variations in the reporting 
process from county to county. BeeWhere was created to allow beekeepers to easily register their 
hives to comply with state law and regulations.

BeeWhere has been a collaborative effort between industry and state regulators. BeeWhere thanks 
our partners who generously support this program.



BeeWhere is a collaborative initiative to bring beekeepers and 
pesticide applicators together to share best practices by 
tracking and safeguarding hive locations across California using 
innovative mapping tools.

California law requires beekeepers to register bees with their 
local County Agricultural Commissioners. BeeWhere offers a 
dynamic, real-time GIS mapping system where users can mark 
hives with a simple pin drop in the field using a mobile app.

BeeWhere integrates with Crop Management tools like Agrian
and CDMS that are used by Pest Control Advisers (PCA) and 
growers and licensed applicators in the state. These Crop 
Management tools will interface with the BeeWhere layer to 
access the general number of hives within a mile of the permit 
when a PCA is considering a pesticide for crop management 
and allow applicators more in-depth access to hive locations for 
48-hour notification purposes.

https://beewherecalifornia.com/register-here/


BeeCheck for Applicators
BeeWhere was developed to bring a layer of technology to regulations that have been in place since the 
1980’s to foster communication between beekeepers and applicators prior to pesticide 
applications. Advanced notice is mandatory under 3 CCR § 6654(a):
“Each person intending to apply any pesticide toxic to bees to a blossoming plant shall, prior to the 
application, inquire of the commissioner, or of a notification service designated by the 
commissioner, whether any beekeeper with apiaries within one mile of the application site has requested 
notice of such application.“
This inquiry of the commissioner for information to provide a 48 hour notification is now possible 
through the BeeCheck feature. Based on the permit number associated with the application, you can 
access contact information for beekeepers who have requested notice of application with a mouse click 
instead of waiting to call the Ag Commissioners office during business hours.
Download Quick Start Guide 
BeeWhere for Applicators 
BeeWhere for FarmersClick here 

https://beewherecalifornia.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/2019-12-09-BeeCheckQuickStart.pdf
https://beewherecalifornia.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/BeeWhere-For-Applicators-1.pdf
https://beewherecalifornia.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/BeeWhere-For-Farmers.pdf


What farmers should KNOW:
Many California farmers rely on bees to produce crops. 
This means you share the responsibility of ensuring
pollinators are adequately protected.

An internet-based system utilizing GIS mapping 
technology makes it easier for beekeepers, farmers and 
pesticide applicators to comply with regulations and works 
to more effectively protect bees. The system is known as
BeeWhere. BeeWhere works in conjunction with the 
CalAgPermits system used by pesticide businesses, 
farmers and Ag Commissioners when they plan to apply a 
pesticide that may be toxic to bees.

BeeWhere alerts pesticide applicators and Ag 
Commissioners if any beehives are located within one 
mile of a planned pesticide application and requires them 
to notify the beekeeper directly so bees are protected.
California’s BeeWhere system is an effective way of 
protecting pollinators and to comply with laws in California
designed to protect bees.



WHAT FARMERS SHOULD DO:

1. Please make sure any beekeeper you hire to pollinate your crops is registered 
through the BeeWhere program.

2. Provide beekeepers with information about BeeWhere. A handout explaining 
how beekeepers can register is available on the website of the California State 
Beekeepers Association at www.californiastatebeekeepers.com/wp-
content/uploads/2020/06/BeeWhere-For-Beekeepers.pdf

3. Make sure you and your pesticide applicator utilize the the BeeWhere system 
through CalAgPermits for planned pesticide applications during bloom to notify 
beekeepers who may have hives in the vicinity.

A handout explaining how pesticide applicators, growers and PCAs can utilize the 
CalAgPermits system to check for bees in the vicinity of a planned application is 
available on the website of the California State Beekeepers Association at 
www.californiastatebeekeepers.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/BeeWhere-For-
Applicators.pdf

http://www.californiastatebeekeepers.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/BeeWhere-For-Beekeepers.pdf


So What Does this Have to With Me????

Do you use an insecticide to Alfalfa Weevil or grasshoppers?
• Lambda Star
• Lambda Cy
• Any others you can think of?



NOTE:
The automated system used by CalAgPermits and BeeWhere will identify applicators who 
have failed to run a bee check report prior to application. Applicators may be held responsible 
for bee kills resulting from failure to comply with this requirement.

The goal of BeeWhere is to improve communications among beekeepers, farmers and 
pesticide businesses. Beekeepers who do not register and report the location of bees will be 
considered non-compliant with California regulations and may be subject to fines.

















Document, Document, Document!

• Save that email.
• If notifying by phone or message – document date, time, and who 

you spoke or left a message with.
• If notifying by text – save the text or document with date, time and to 

whom you sent the text.



Remember:

This regulation applies to you even if your crop is not blooming 
but the surrounding “weeds” are in bloom due to the 
possibility of drift. 

It is your responsibility to notify all beekeepers within one mile 
of your application site 48 hours before you make an 
insecticide application.



Another reason to encourage your 
beekeepers to register……..



Beekeeper locations on BeeWhere enabled us to 
contact beekeepers so they could rescue their 
hives during the Dixie Fire.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

http://www.flickr.com/photos/dougww/4662437252/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Ag Pass Eligible

Yes, we are considered livestock under the law.

But, we cannot shelter in place.
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