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Why Grazing Lands?
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USRSB Overview
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Source: Consumer Beef Tracker 

Only 37% of 
consumers view 
beef production 
positively in the U.S.

FACT:
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Source: Consumer Beef Tracker 

Only 24% of 
consumers claim to 
understand how 
cattle are raised.

FACT:



Consumers Want Info
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Sometimes

Often/Always

70% of consumers 
consider how food was 

raised when making 
purchasing decisions.

Source: Consumer Beef Tracker Oct-Dec 2018



MISS ION
To advance, support and communicate continuous 

improvement of sustainability across the U.S. beef value-

chain. 

V IS ION
The U.S. beef value chain is the trusted global leader 

in environmentally sound, socially responsible and 

economically viable beef.





USRSB Members Represent:

30 percent of the cattle herd

More than 20 billion pounds of beef processed

More than 100 million consumers across the U.S.

CAPACITY FOR CHANGE





METRIC 

DEVELOPMENT

Sector-specific 
approaches to assess and 

measure sustainability 
across high priority 
indicators developed. 

HOW WE GOT HERE

FORMATION
94 members 
formed the USRSB.

2015

HIGH PRIORITY 

INDICATOR 
DEVELOPMENT

The six areas most 
important to the 
sustainability of 
beef identified and 

defined. 

2016

2017 ASSESSMENT 
GUIDE 
DEVELOPMENT

Technical guidance 
documents outlining 
the purpose and 
approach of sector 

metrics developed.

2018





DEFINING 
SUSTAINABLE BEEF
Sustainable beef is socially 

responsible, environmentally sound, 

and economically viable product 

that prioritizes planet, people, 

animals, and progress.



HIGH-PRIORITY 
INDICATORS
The six high-priority indicators 

represent the areas most 

important to the sustainability 

of U.S. beef.



Water Resources: 
The volume of water consumed and any impacts on water quality. 

Land Resources: 
The stewardship of terrestrial and aquatic habitat in relation to water, soil and 
biodiversity in an area. Impacts of land use and land use conversion, both caused 
by and prevented by ranching and farming activities. 

Air & Greenhouse Gas Emissions: 
The cumulative emissions of pollutants, including particulate matter, greenhouse 
gases and other gaseous emissions from a sector for each process. 

Efficiency & Yield: 
Efficiency is the unit of input required to produce a unit of output and yield is the 
total product generated per unit of time or space. Both concepts address waste 
as a negative characteristic and drive toward improved profitability. 

Employee Safety & Wellbeing: 
The implementation of safety programs and training to provide a safe workplace 
and help to prevent workplace accidents and injuries associated with production, 
processing, and distribution of beef and the relative prosperity of workers 
employed in those activities. 

Animal Health & Wellbeing: 
The cumulative effects of cattle health, nutrition, care and comfort. 



SECTOR-SPECIFIC 
METRICS
Metrics measure activities 

linked to each of the high-

priority indicators and are 

unique to each segment of 

the value-chain.



Cow-Calf Sector Metrics



SUSTAINABILITY 
ASSESSMENT GUIDES
SAGs are technical guidance 

documents to assist in the 

understanding and 

implementation of metrics.





19 Supported 
Projects
That test & implement the U.S. Beef Industry 

Sustainability Framework





4 Recognized 
Programs
That underwent a 3rd party evaluation demonstrating 

alignment to the U.S. Beef Industry Sustainability Framework



What’s Next for 
USRSB, a Rancher’s 

Perspective

Debbie Lyons-Blythe
Blythe Angus

December 10, 2019



SELF 
ASSESSMENT 
TOOL 

USRSB MOVING FORWARD

FRAMEWORK 

2019

RECOGNITION 
PROGRAM

RETAIL 

FOOD 
SERVICE 
OUTREACH 

PROGRAM

2023

COW-CALF 

OUTREACH 
PROGRAM

2020
PACKER 

PROCESSOR 
OUTREACH 
PROGRAM

2022
FEEDYARD 

& AUCTION 
MARKET 
OUTREACH 

PROGRAM

2021

INDUSTRY 
SECTOR      
GOALS



Outreach 
Working 
Group



Self-Assessment Tool











Outreach Program Development

RETAIL 

FOOD 
SERVICE 
OUTREACH 

PROGRAM

2023

COW-CALF 

OUTREACH 
PROGRAM

2020
PACKER 

PROCESSOR 
OUTREACH 
PROGRAM

2022
FEEDYARD 

& AUCTION 
MARKET 
OUTREACH 

PROGRAM

2021



Communications 
Working 
Group



2020-2022 
Strategic Plan



Ways to Stay Updated & Engaged

•Monthly member communication updates

•Members-only section of the USRSB Website

• Participate in working group webinars, meetings, calls and 
requests for comment

•Attend USRSB meetings & events

• Follow us on Twitter at #USRSBeef




