
UCCE Master Gardeners 
of Lake Tahoe

Gardening through the 
seasons: SPRING



● Who are UC Master Gardeners?
We are UC trained volunteers whose mission is to assist 
Tahoe residents to cultivate beautiful Tahoe Friendly 
gardens that both protect and enhance our natural 
environment. We do our work through workshops, plant 
sales, demo gardens, tours and educational materials. 

● Thank You to Our Partners: South Tahoe PUD, 
Friends of the Library, South Tahoe Public Library

● Breaks
● Donations

Welcome



Today’s Master Gardener Team

Presentering:

J en Cres sy 

Becca Cunningham

Kathy Mas ton

Megan Suarez-Brand

Bonnie Turnbull

Supported by: 
Cyndy Brown-Carls on

Vicki Schus s el

J eanne Benin

Lynne Bros ch



BB’s Garden

Our Ins piration!
+ Revived las t s pring
+ Demons tration 

garden
+ Collaborative project

FOL maintains  our garden 
and values  help from others  
who want to keep our 
library vibrant and beautiful. 



Would you like to help?

Contact:

J EANNE BENIN

jlbenin@charter.net



Gardening Through the Seasons: Spring

1. Introduction 
2. Garden Clean-up
3. Weeds  
4. Spring Planting
5. Pes ts  

6. Spring Lawn Care
7.  Water Needs  
8. Irrigation Start up
9. STPUD Programs
10.  Pruning 
11. Improving your Soil
12. Mulch and Compos t 
13. What’s  Next?



Cleaning Up 
Our Yard & 
Garden

Maintaining 
Balance...

When and what should you 
rake?

Needles? Fall or spring?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Spring is the time to rake… Let it fall in the fall…Bare soil is useless to plants..-- warms soil to fastWhat should you be raking…Excess mulchWinter mulch



Yard & Garden 
Clean up-- Tools 

● Gloves
● Rake 
● Wheelbarrow
● Biodegradable 

bags or garbage 
cans

● Cutting tools
○ Pruning 

shears
○ Loppers
○ Hand saw 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Defensible spaceDebris smother beds, cover paths and clog water features such as tree limbs, needles, pine cones, road cinder. Also to prep for planting and topdressing with compost and refreshing mulchClean up perennial stems and foliage to prepare for new growth.Prune damaged and diseased plant material (more on pruning later)Pet waste (disease), especially fresh, degrades water quality and is no fun to garden with



Yard & Garden Clean up --
Flower Bed Clean Up

Assess & trim back plants 
● Ornamental grasses-

cut back to ground 
● Remove

○ perennials - previous 
year’s growth

○ dead annuals
● Be careful of new bulb 

growth. Be delicate
● Wait for late rising 

plants

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Defensible spaceDebris smother beds, cover paths and clog water features such as tree limbs, needles, pine cones, road cinder. Also to prep for planting and topdressing with compost and refreshing mulchClean up perennial stems and foliage to prepare for new growth.Prune damaged and diseased plant material (more on pruning later)Pet waste (disease), especially fresh, degrades water quality and is no fun to garden with



Yard & Garden Clean up
Flower Bed Clean Up 

● Remove any wraps or screens 
● Rake - Use a feather rake to avoid damaging new 

growth
● Remove winter mulch
● Weed

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Defensible spaceDebris smother beds, cover paths and clog water features such as tree limbs, needles, pine cones, road cinder. Also to prep for planting and topdressing with compost and refreshing mulchClean up perennial stems and foliage to prepare for new growth.Prune damaged and diseased plant material (more on pruning later)Pet waste (disease), especially fresh, degrades water quality and is no fun to garden with



Yard & Garden Clean up-- Pet Waste

Pet Was te is  not Fertilizer!
● Does n’t contain the right 

nutrients
● Might have bacteria  and/ or 

harmful paras ites
● Takes  a  really long time to break 

down.
● Degrades  water quality

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A dog’s diet is high in protein which, as it breaks down, becomes very acidic and that’s not good for your plants. Cow manure works well as fertilizer for vegetation because it starts out as vegetation.



Yard & Garden Clean up- Fire Adapted Gardening

Tips  to ensure your yard & garden are fire adapted: 

● Rake up pine needles  in the spring (leave in the fa ll)
● Cut back s tems  & woody foliage
● Eliminate ladder fuels
● Remove flammable woody plants  near any s tructure
● Complete a  defens ible space survey with your local fire dis trict

https://tahoe.livingwithfire.info/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Defensible spaceDebris smother beds, cover paths and clog water features such as tree limbs, needles, pine cones, road cinder. Also to prep for planting and topdressing with compost and refreshing mulchClean up perennial stems and foliage to prepare for new growth.Prune damaged and diseased plant material (more on pruning later)Pet waste (disease), especially fresh, degrades water quality and is no fun to garden with

https://tahoe.livingwithfire.info/


Weeds

Manage pest and weeds with 
the least toxic approach = 
“Integrated Pest 
Management”.

University of California 
Continuing Education Website: 
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Your go-to website for information on pesky weeds and garden pests including less toxic approaches to weed control.Integrated pest management (IPM) uses environmentally sound ways to control pests  and weeds. Successful IPM combines several methods to prevent and manage pest and weed problems without harming you, your family, or the environment. In IPM, using pesticides may be an option, but when nonchemical methods are used first, pesticides are often not neededHere you find information on the use of pesticides and herbicides

http://ipm.ucanr.edu/


Weeds

What is the difference between 
noxious and invasive weeds?

Invasive weeds are plants that: 
● Spread aggressively 
● Choke out natives /other 

desirable plants 
Noxious weeds
● Invasive 
● Listed in CA or NV law 
● Particularly destructive, 

competitive, and difficult to 
control 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Invasive weeds are plants that grow aggressively, spread rapidly and choke out native and other desirableplants from your neighborhood. They produce enormous amounts of seed, have spreading root systems, and lack natural predators. This enables them to dominate  entire landscapes. Invasive weeds displace diverse and sensitive plant communities and negatively impact Lake Tahoe Basin’s natural and economic resources.Noxious weeds are invasive weeds that are listed in California or Nevada law because they are particularlydestructive, competitive, and difficult to control. All noxious weeds are by nature invasive, but not all invasive weeds are listed as noxious. The weed must pose aserious threat to the state’s ecosystems, and there must be some hope of eventually controlling it in order forthe weed to become listed as noxious.



Noxious Weeds

The Lake Tahoe Basin Weed Coordinating group can help 
you learn how to identify and control specific noxious 
weeds. Learn more here: 
http://tahoeinvasiveweeds.org/weeds/management.php

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Learn how to identify and manage noxious weeds to minimize spread. Do not take invasive weed seed to STR unless sterilized…Do not compost invasive weed seed

http://tahoeinvasiveweeds.org/weeds/management.php


Invasive and Pesky Weeds

Timing is everything

Presenter
Presentation Notes




Weeds

Weeds respond 
differently to different 
methods. 

Types of Control
● Mechanical
● Chemical (Always read 

herbicide labels carefully)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Any method of weed removal that is effective for one plant may not work on another plant. Most weed problems in gardens can be managed by hand weeding, mulching, good garden design, keeping lawns healthy and vigorous or using other non chemical methods. Especially because we are all stewards of our beautiful lake  and Basin. For invasive weed control efforts to be effective,everyone must get involved!The best control efforts practiced on one property can be useless if neighboring infested land is not treated.Many of the noxious weeds in the Lake Tahoe region are in the early stages of infestation, which means we have a chance to get rid of them. We can work together to prevent weed infestations from spreading.



Weeds

Mechanical Removal: Tools of the trade

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Bring some samples: cobra, hand cultivator, hula hoe, and shovel (bigger is often better to get the roots). Ask group what their favorite weeding tools are.Use a big enough tool to get the roots of perennials out for good.



Weeds

Chemical controls
● Herbicides - i.e. Round Up JUST SAY NO!
● Weed and Feed products are not Tahoe Friendly
● Check IPM Website for alternatives 

www.http://ipm.ucanr.edu/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Weed and Feed products are not tahoe friendly. For example, weed control and lawn fertilization don’t typically happen at the same time. Instead, use organic fertilizer and spot treat weeds as needed and tolerated.Chemical fertilizers and herbicides are harmful to beneficial soil microbes. and those microbes keep your soil healthy.

http://ipm.ucanr.edu/


Weeds

Exclusion Techniques
● Physical Barriers
● Sheet Mulching

Presenter
Presentation Notes
  Consider installing a border to separate turf grass from planting beds to reduce maintenance and mow grass before it can go to seed. Consider removing grass if no longer serving a desirable function (STPUD Turf Buy Back Program Jen). Use the sheet mulch technique for smothering unwanted plants and improving garden soil quality.



Spring Planting 

When can I start planting?

● When you can work the soil
● When the aspen trees break bud
● After Father’s Day



Spring Planting 
What can I plant in early spring? 
● Overwintered perennials 
● Deciduous trees and shrubs 
● Evergreens

○ Rhododendrons
○ Euonymus
○ Conifers

● Cold hardy annuals

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Careful when buying plants from warmer elevations- hardening offOverwintered plant won't start growing until the soil warms - so it’s just like it is still sitting in the pot.Early season green.



Spring Planting
Cold Hardy Annuals

● Calendula 
● Dianthus 
● English Daisy 
● Forget Me Not 
● Clarkia 
● Pansy 
● Petunia

● Snapdragon 
● Stock 
● Sweet Alyssum 
● Sweet Pea 
● Viola 
● Wallflower

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Appetizers for summer color.They feed our need for springtime color.Extend our options for three season color.Some may stop blooming in the summer but will rebloom come fall when the days cool.Some plants that you are familiar with as perennials act as annuals in our planting zone.E.g. some dianthus, viola and alyssumPetunias are hardy to 39 degrees.



Spring Planting

Why plant in spring?

● Cool daytime 
temperatures

● Plant availability
● Color pop

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Why to plant when it is coolRoots grow most in spring and fall. Roots in potted summer blooming plants are not well-established enough to support lush summer growth,So it is just as if the plant is sitting in the pot and will need alot of water and attentionsummer blooming perennials sometimes only available at nurseries during their bloom cycle so not always ideal for planting in spring. Best bet is to wait until fall or expect extra care ( eg more Nurseries usually stock what is in bloom and you can find blooming plants earlier off of the hill so make sure to harden them off before you leave them out in the garden to freeze and use frost protection.



Spring Planting 

In Lake Tahoe our USDA zones tend to vary 
depending on where you are between 6b -7a and 
mostly in Sunset zones 2B (all of the California side) 
and 1A (sections of the Nevada side).

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Most gardening books, catalogs, and seed packets refer to plant hardiness zones, climate zones, or growing zones. Temperature hardiness climate zones are based on normally expected high and low temperatures and serve as guides to help you know which plants will grow where you live. In Lake Tahoe our USDA zones tend to vary depending on where you are between 6b -7a. Here are some examples: 7a includes: Tahoe Vista, Tahoe City, and Stateline, NV. 6b includes: South Lake Tahoe CA, Carnelian Bay CA, Tahoma CA and Incline Village NV.The Sunset zone maps, considered the standard gardening references in the West, are more precise than the USDA's, since they factor in not only winter minimum temperatures, but also summer highs, lengths of growing seasons, humidity, and rainfall patterns. In Lake Tahoe, we are mostly in Sunset zones 2B (all of the California side) and 1A (sections of the Nevada side). 



Spring Planting 

What about late season frost and snow?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
if you have chose wisely, and only planted plants that have been overwintered in Tahoe and are frost tolerant, you should only incur minimal damage. Tender new buds and leaves may become damaged but a healthy plant planted with care should persevere. Frost cloth, next to a southwest wall, rock walls, boulders (thermal loading).Other ways to support early season growth are raised bed and large pots because the soil warms faster.



Spring Planting 

Excluding Vermin - UC IPM Website Resources
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When the snow melts you see vermin activity, gophers, moles, voles so how do you protect your investment. One great resource is to look to the UC IPM website for valuable information on how to fight back.

http://ipm.ucanr.edu/


Spring Planting 

Excluding Vermin

● Individual plant protection above ground
● Planting in wire baskets
● Fencing
● Traps

Presenter
Presentation Notes
On the UC IPM website you’ll be able to learn how to identify what pest is plaguing your garden so you know which approach to use to manage the pest.You will find on the website is individual plant protection suggestions, such as planting in wire baskets and trapping methods.



Resources
Type Tahoe Friendly Gardens into your 
browser
● Hand out: “Tahoe Friendly Native and Adapted 

Plants”
● University of California Extension 
● Tahoe Resource Conservation District
● Tahoe Friendly Gardens
● Xerces Society for information on planting for 

pollinators: bees, butterflies and birds 
https://xerces.org

Other resources
● Sunset Western Garden Book
● Nursery websites

Presenter
Presentation Notes


https://xerces.org


What’s Wrong with my Plant?

Factors :

Biotic (living)

Abiotic(nonliving)



What’s Wrong with my Plant?

ABIOTIC STRESSES - mois ture

- temperature 

- soil

-compos ition

-compaction

- air quality/ wind

- space

- temperature

- light 



What’s Wrong With My Plant?

BIOTIC STRESSES:

Presenter
Presentation Notes
  http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/menu.invertebrate.html



What’s Wrong With My Plant?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
  http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/menu.invertebrate.html



What’s Wrong with My Plant?
Ants - Manage around landscape and building foundations, such as using insecticide baits and trunk barriers.

Aphids - On small plants, spray a strong stream of water or apply insecticidal oils and soaps. Look for and conserve natural 
enemies such as predaceous bugs, lacewings, lady beetles, and syrphids.

Fertilize caneberries, citrus, deciduous fruit trees, palms, and heavily-flowering shrubs with slow-release product if not 
done in March or April.

Fire safe landscape: LEAN - Thin out thick vegetation and eliminate fuel ladders that allow fire to climb up trees. CLEAN: 

Mow grasses and trim shrubs. Remove dry, resinous or dead plants and flammable debris. Cut branches back 15 to 20 feet 

from buildings. Use non-combustible surfaces for walkways, patios and driveways. GREEN: Landscape using low-growing, 

non-woody plants.

Irrigation - Adjust watering schedules according to the weather and plants' changing need for water. Check systems for 

leaks and broken emitters and perform maintenance as needed. Consider upgrading the irrigation system to improve its 

water efficiency.

Mosquitoes - Eliminate standing water e.g., in gutters, drain pipes, and flowerpots. Place Bacillus thuringiensis subspecies 

israelensis in birdbaths and ponds to selectively kill mosquito larvae.

Mulch - Apply organic mulch where thin or soil is bare beneath trees and shrubs.

Powdery mildew - Check for signs of disease on apple, crape myrtle, grape, rose, and stone fruits.

http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/GARDEN/CONTROLS/antmanagement.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/QT/aphidscard.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/NE/natenemiespest.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/homegarden/fertilizing/
http://ucanr.edu/sites/SAFELandscapes/Defensible_space,_fire_safe_landscaping,_and_fire_hazard_reduction/
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/homegarden/irrigating/
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/QT/mosquitocard.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/GARDEN/ENVIRON/mulches.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/QT/powderymildewcard.html


GAME: What’s Bugging My Plant?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Senses12Poop12What’s in a Name?12Reproduction12



What’s Wrong with my Plant?

University of California Agriculture & Natural Resources 
http:/ / ipm.ucanr.edu

++ Seasonal Landscape IPM Checklist ++
A regional decis ion-making tool to help guide gardeners  through the activities  

needed to implement an IPM program throughout the year.

https://www2.ipm.ucanr.edu/landscapechecklist/c
hecklist.cfm?regionKey=1

http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/menu.invertebrate.html
https://www2.ipm.ucanr.edu/landscapechecklist/checklist.cfm?regionKey=1


Spring Lawn Care 

Repair, boost vigor and/or remove lawn
● Aerate
● Repair damaged lawn areas -water exemption
● Apply nitrogen during growth s purt- GO ORGANIC
● Water as  needed 
● Sharpen mower blades   
● Check mow height
● Remove non functional or difficult to maintain 

areas

Presenter
Presentation Notes
phosphorus free to reduce  water pollution - not needed for established lawns.Leaving lawn cuttings in place, provides additional nitrogen and reduces fertilizer demandSharp mower blades reduces damage to grass blades. You want clean cuts.MOw height: don’t cut more than ⅓ of blade, cool season grass 2 ½ to 3 ½ inches to shade ground and harness energy photosythisis for deep root development.



Turf Buy Back Program

● $1.50 per SF up to $2000 residential, $3000 commercial
● Revegetation requirement of 25% plant cover in 5 years
● Mulch areas in between
● Pre and post inspection required
● Completion deadline October 15, 2020 (2 summers)
● Can be repeat participant

Presenter
Presentation Notes




Water Needs 

When should I start watering my landscape 
plants?

● Es tablis h plants  early in s pring to s et up 
s ucces s

● Give new fall plantings  regular water
● Hand water as  needed 
● Water when the top 2” of s oil is  dry

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If your new planting dry out between designated watering days, hand water to keep them happySoil will dry quickly if raked clear of garden mulch·        ·         Do it before you turn your controller to auto pilot. Winters in Tahoe are harsh on in ground and above ground irrigation systems.·         Seasonally adjust the amount of water applied to your landscape  to match the water needs of your plants.·         Cycle soak your irrigation so the water goes into the ground instead of running off where it isn’t needed. Garden soils often dry up between snow melt and the time that it is safe to turn our irrigation systems on. Important to get the moisture back into the root zone. Describe what is happening in the root zone  while deciduous plants are dormant in the spring and fall.·         Audit application rate and uniformity of sprinkler systems to determine the runtime. Show how deep root zones are for various plants to demonstrate how deep to water, therefore how long to run the system.·         Let the soil drain between watering days but not dry out completely (with most plants). Know your designated watering days.·         Ask your garden maintenance service or learn how to perform an irrigation start up sprinkler check-up. Also find out what resources are available to you through your local water district.·         Refer to the Sprinkler Spruce Up guide.



Water Needs 
How much water does my landscape need?
● Frequency depends  on hydrozone 
● Water to root depth and width
● Cycle s oak irrigate dry s oil = NO RUN OFF
● Varies  by s eas on, es tablis hment and maturity

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The simple answer depends on what, how and where you planted.Frequency depends on hydrozone and Microclimes. Hydrozone is when plants are group by simular water and light needs. And ·        ·         ·         Seasonally adjust the amount of water applied to your landscape  to match the water needs of your plants.·         Cycle soak your irrigation so the water goes into the ground instead of running off where it isn’t needed. Garden soils often dry up between snow melt and the time that it is safe to turn our irrigation systems on. Important to get the moisture back into the root zone. Describe what is happening in the root zone  while deciduous plants are dormant in the spring and fall.·         Audit application rate and uniformity of sprinkler systems to determine the runtime. Show how deep root zones are for various plants to demonstrate how deep to water, therefore how long to run the system.·         Let the soil drain between watering days but not dry out completely (with most plants). Know your designated watering days.·         Ask your garden maintenance service or learn how to perform an irrigation start up sprinkler check-up. Also find out what resources are available to you through your local water district.·         Refer to the Sprinkler Spruce Up guide.



Spring Irrigation
Lawn Irrigation Start Up

1. Open the system main water valve slowly to allow pipes to fill 
with water gradually. 

1. Verify the proper operation of each station valve by manually 
activating each zone at a time from the controller.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Do it before you turn your controller to auto pilot. Winters in Tahoe are harsh on in ground and above ground irrigation systems.If these valves are opened too quickly, sprinkler main lines are subjected to high surge pressures, uncontrolled flow and water hammer, which may cause them to crack or burst.Hand water until you’re sure that you system is not leaking or broken.



Spring Irrigation
Lawn Irrigation Start Up 
3.  Walk through each station on the controller 

● Check for proper operation of the zone including: 
○ operating pressure 
○ rotation 
○ adjustment of sprinkler heads
○ adequate coverage

● Check and clean filters on poorly performing sprinklers 
● Adjust heads to grade as necessary 
● Upgrade to High Efficiency (HE) spray nozzles

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Do it before you turn your controller to auto pilot. Winters in Tahoe are harsh on in ground and above ground irrigation systems.Hand water until you’re sure that you system is not leaking or broken.



Spring Irrigation

4. Reprogram the controller for 
automatic springtime watering

5. Replace the controller back-up 
battery if necessary

6. Uncover and clean the system 
weather sensors



Spring Irrigation

Irrigation Start Up Drip Irrigation

1. Repeat steps 1 and 2

2.  Walk through each station on the controller

● Check for proper operation of the zone including:
○ operating pressure
○ rotation and adjustment of spray emitters
○ placement of drip emitters
○ adequate coverage

● Check, clean or replace poorly performing emitters
● Repair and leaks in the line
● Adapt or expand layout to meet current landscape needs 

3. Repeat steps 4, 5 and 6



Irrigation Rebate Program

● $400 rebate when upgrading to improve water 
efficiency of existing irrigation system

● 50% materials, 25% of labor 
● Receipts, pre and post inspection, equipment 

approval required



WaterSmart

WaterSmart helps  you track your home’s  water us e 
and s avings  with an eas y-to-us e web and mobile 
porta l.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Two of the ways that STPUD can help you manage your landscape water use include:WaterSmart and Waterwise landscape consultations.South Tahoe Public Utility District has moved away from traditional quarterly meter reads to advanced metering infrastructure, which tracks water usage hourly.With this new implementation, residents are able to register for a new, free online tool called WaterSmart.  WaterSmart allows customers to view their water usage, set up usage notifications and troubleshoot problems before faced with a high bill. Each resident’s data can be customized, taking into account information such as yard size, the number of toilets, and number of residents. Residents can view past usage and estimated future usage, and compare their water use to neighbors with similar property types and features. 



Water Wise Landscape Consultation

South Tahoe Public Utility District customers can 
request a free Landscape Consultation to help 
troubleshoot irrigation efficiency problems, make 
suggestion for improvement and help you learn 
about sustainable landscaping techniques, water 
wise design, and plant choices that will help you 
garden the Tahoe friendly way. 



Spring Pruning 

Purpos e
● Health
● Function
● Defens ible s pace
● Es thetics

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Springtime is pruning time. Especially in Tahoe where the snow load can break branches and tree trunks, furry critters gnaw on our favorite shrubs in search of food, and freezing temps, wind and and drought cause die back.Pruning is important not just for aesthetics, but also for plant health and to maintain defensible space. 



Spring Pruning 

Caution! Do not cut off my flower buds . 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Not all deciduous shrubs should be pruned in the spring, only the dead, diseased and damaged. These examples set their flower buds on last years wood so if they are pruned now, you’ll be cutting of this years blooms. Insead prune them in the summer when they have finished blooming. Some spireas bloom on last years growth, bridal wreath, while others, like gold flame, bloom on the current year’s growth. Know before you prune. 



Spring Pruning 

Prune plants  according to their growth cycles
● Ornamental trees  (video)
● Multi-s tem s hrubs  (video)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We’re going to show two 5 minute videos to demonstrate thinning pruning techniques for deciduous trees and shrubs and the right tools needed for the job. 



Pruning Video--Pruning Ornamental 
Trees

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1x-27ytJv6CL1dZFot2yGVci-BeFxlvi0/view


Pruning Video--Pruning Multi-Stem Shrubs

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1XNDGuHzooXQ72oe8qv4rR26ztdSmzMYw/view


Pruning 
Candle pruning evergreens

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Prune evergreen shrubs and trees early in the spring so the spring growth can conceal the pruning cuts. Fall pruned evergreens are more susceptible to winter injury.The classic example of winter injury is seen in this picture.  All of the needles that are located above the snow are exposed to harsh winter conditions such as fierce winds and brutal cold.  Additionally, bright sunlight can reflect off the snow and create more problems. Drought and pest infested conifers are more susceptible to winter injury but even when the new needles are dead, the new buds will often send out green growth. So when in doubt, wait before you dust off your pruning tools.You will want to cut candles with a pruner or snap off with your fingers to reduce their eventual length.  You have to do this before the candles become hard and woody in mid summer. Otherwise they will not form buds for next years growth at their ends and they will just die in a few years.Also, If you cut back beyond green growth it will not regrow.In spots where you want your pine to grow to conform to the ideal shape, you have to let it grow in that direction by leaving candles that will grow into that area longer.  If there are gaps find branches that could grow to fill the gap from the inside of the pine outward or upward to fill a space.



Improve Your Soil Quality

MULCH

On top
Organic & inorganic
A lid on the s oil
Stabilizes  temperature
Des ign element

COMPOST

Mixed in
Organic
Supports  healthy s oil
Sponges  up water
Fos ters  a ir flow

Presenter
Presentation Notes
·         Difference between compost and mulch. Compost is typically mixed into the soil to improve moisture holding capacity, de-compact the soil and allow air and water to move through the soil, and supports the beneficial soil organisms that help make our landscape plants happy and healthy.·         Mulch is the blanket on top of the garden soil.·         Some typical Tahoe landscape mulch materials: Wood chip (composted vs new), bark mulch, pine needles, ornamental rock. Word of caution with flammable mulch next to structures or used in a widespread manner. Consider breaking up a sea of flammable mulch with non-flammable ground cover options (paths, rock garden, dry creek, living ground covers).·         Why, when and where to use.·         Why? To help retain moisture in the plant root zone, keep garden soil in the garden, reduce harmful effects of freeze and thaw on plants, especially newly planted plants and that haven’t had a chance to anchor their roots into the soil. Perennials and ground covers are so light that their weight cannot overcome the forces of the freezing soil which can heave the plants right out of the ground and break delicate roots.·         Where? Mulch over the current and future root zone of your landscape plants. Describe the potential width of the root zone. Better yet, mulch the entire planting bed. Create a mosaic of planting and mulch materials that incorporate non-combustible areas to reduce the risk of wildfire. Mulch can add visual interest in the garden and delineate planting from walking areas, helping to keep the soil in the planting beds from becoming too compacted….·         When? If you leave your winter mulch in place, or some of it if you buried some marginally hardy plants or if there was a delay in snow mulch, the ground will stay frozen longer delaying spring growth which helps protect young tender growth from a forthcoming spring freeze. Good idea. But if you are hosting an early summer wedding party at your garden, then some of us, you shovel off the snow and pull back the winter mulch to warm the soil, thus stimulate early seasonal growth. Risky action when the spring hard freeze comes. 



Mulch

Organic

Cheap/ free
Degrades  (improves  
s oil)
Combus tible
May s upport dis eas e

Inorganic

Mus t be purchas ed
Permanent
Defens ible 
Heat-holding



Compost

Homemade: 

Food:
1 part Carbon/ energy 
1 part 

Nitrogen/ protein
Water
Air

Purchas ed:



Next Gardening 
Through the 

Season 
Workshop

Saturday, June 
29, 1-3 pm



Other upcoming opportunities…

● Farmers Markets (Tuesdays at American Legion)
● Growing Food in Tahoe Workshops
● Master Gardener Plant Sale



Stay in touch

South Tahoe Public 
Utility District

530-543-6268

jcressy@stpud.us

UCCE Master 
Gardeners of Lake 

Tahoe

530-314-8383

laketahoemg@ucanr.ed
u

mailto:jcressy@stpud.us
mailto:laketahoemg@ucanr.edu
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