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Marin County Department of Agriculture

W H O  W E ARE .  W H AT  W E  DO .

• OUR MISSION: serve the public’s interest by ensuring equity in the marketplace, 
promoting and protecting agriculture, protecting environmental quality and the 
health and welfare of Marin County’s residents.

• We enforce state laws and regulations pertaining to pesticide use, sales, licensing, 
worker protection safety, and pesticide use reporting.

• Industries we work with: 

o Farmers, Ranchers

o Pest Control Companies (Ag and Structural)

o Pesticide Dealers

o Public Agencies

o Golf Courses, Cemeteries, Industrial Sites
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Topics

• Definitions

• Maintaining records of pesticide use

• Reporting the use of pesticides

• Operator Identification Numbers

• Pesticide safety training and the Qualified Trainer
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Definitions

• “Pesticide” includes any of the following:

o Any substance intended to control, destroy, repel, or attract a pest.

o Any spray adjuvant.

• Included: U.S. EPA Registered pesticides and FIFRA 25b pesticides 
exempt from registration

• Not included: fertilizers, nutrients, soil amendments
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Definitions

• “Agricultural use” means the use of any pesticide, method, or device 
for the control of plant or animal pests, or any other pests, or the use of 
any pesticide for the regulation of plant growth or defoliation of plants.

• It excludes the sale or use of pesticides intended for any of the following:

o Home use

o Use in structural pest control

o Industrial or institutional use

o The control of an animal pest under the written prescription of a 
veterinarian 
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Definitions

• “Agricultural commodity” means an unprocessed product of farms, 
ranches, nurseries and forests (except livestock, poultry and fish).

• Fruits and vegetables

• Grains

• Legumes

• Animal feed and forage crops

• Rangeland and pasture

• Seed and fiber crops

• Nursery stock grown commercially

• Ornamentals and cut flowers
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What California regulation requires

1. Any property operator using a pesticide for agricultural use must 
maintain records of pesticide use.

2. Any property operator producing an agricultural commodity must 
report the use of registered pesticides applied to the crop, 
commodity or site to the commissioner of the county in which pest 
control was performed.

3. Prior to purchase and use of pesticides for the production of an 
agricultural commodity, the property operator must obtain an 
Operator Identification Number (OIN or Op-ID) from the 
commissioner of each county where pest control work will be 
performed.
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Operator Identification Number

3  C C R 6 6 2 2

Prior to purchase and use of pesticides for the production of an agricultural 
commodity, the property operator must obtain an Operator 
Identification  Number (OIN or Op-ID) from the commissioner of each 
county where pest control work will be performed.

• OIN is like a social security number

• No fee

• Required to purchase agricultural pesticides from farm supply stores

*3 CCR = California Code of Regulations Title 3 Section…
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How do I obtain an Operator Identification 
Number? 

• Contact your county agricultural commissioner to schedule an 
appointment.

• Be prepared to bring:

o The name and address of the operator of the property

o Location, description, or map of the site(s) where pest control will 
be performed

o Commodities on which pest control will be performed

o List of pesticides you plan on using (EPA Reg. No. if available)

• OINs typically valid for 1 calendar year

• Some CACs issue OINs for 3 years (orchards, vineyards)
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Reporting Pesticide Use

3  C C R 6 6 2 6

Any property operator producing an agricultural commodity must report 
the use of registered pesticides applied to the crop, commodity or site 
to the commissioner of the county in which pest control was performed.

• Includes pre-plant applications

• Even products labeled for home use must be reported

• FIFRA 25b exempt products do not need to be reported (but still keep 
records!)
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Reporting Pesticide Use

3  C C R 6 6 2 6

• The data required to be reported includes:

o Name of the operator of the property and Operator Identification Number

o Date and time the application was completed

o Method of application (air, ground, other)

o Location of property treated (site ID number, county, MTRS*)

o Commodity treated

o Total treated acreage or units

o Total planted acres or units

o Name and U.S. EPA or State registration number of pesticide used

o Total amount and units of the undiluted pesticide used

• Reports must be submitted by the 10th day of the month following the month of 
application.

• 2 ways to submit PUR: hardcopy by mail/fax, or electronically using CalAgPermits.

*MTRS = meridian-township-range-section
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Submitting Pesticide Use Reports via mail/fax
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Submitting Pesticide Use Reports online

W W W . C ALAG PERM ITS . O RG
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Pop Quiz!

Product 
Name

EPA Reg. 
No.

Active 
Ingredients

Signal 
Word

PUR 
required?

51517-9
Caprylic acid, 
Capric acid

Warning

70299-23
Ammonium 
Nonanoate

Warning

85208-1-
90394

Acetic acid Danger

Exempt
Cinnamon oil, 
Clove oil, Lactose

None

*FIFRA 25b pesticides do not need to be reported

* NO

YES

YES

YES
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Recordkeeping

3  C C R 6 6 2 4

Any property operator using a pesticide for agricultural use must 
maintain records of pesticide use.

• Records must be kept for 2 years

• Made available to the director or commissioner upon request

• Reviewed during Pest Control Headquarters Inspections
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Pesticide Safety Training

3  C C R 6 7 2 4  & 6 7 6 4

Do you have employees handling pesticides, or fieldworker-
employees working in treated fields?

Employers must comply with State worker safety regulations designed to 
protect their workers, the public, and the environment from potential 
adverse effects of pesticides used.

• The employer must:

o Assure that each employee is adequately trained in general pesticide 
safety and correct pesticide-handling procedures before they are 
allowed to handle a pesticide or work in a treated field.
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Use a Qualified Trainer

3  C C R 6 7 2 4  & 6 7 6 4

• The person conducting training for employees handling pesticides for the 
commercial production of an agricultural plant commodity must be qualified
as one of the following:

o A California certified commercial applicator (QAL, QAC)

o A California certified private applicator (PAC)

o A University of California Extension Advisor

o A person who has completed an “instructor training” program presented by 
one of the following:

▪ UC IPM

▪ Other instructor training program approved by the DPR

o A California licensed Agricultural Pest Control Adviser (PCA)

o A California Registered Professional Forester
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How to become a Certified Private Applicator

• County Ag Departments issue private applicator certificates

• Must demonstrate competency to use and supervise the use of pesticides 
properly and safely

• Written examination

• No fee for taking the exam, obtaining the PAC card, or recertifying

• PAC card valid for three years

• Regardless of where it was issued, the PAC card is acceptable in any 
county



Pesticide Use in Organic Systems

https://www.marincounty.org/depts/ag

Slide 21

If in doubt…

• …CHECK WITH YOUR ORGANIC CERTIFIER BEFORE USING ANY 
PRODUCT!

o “Organic” on the label doesn’t mean it’s necessarily approved for use in 
organic production.

• …CONTACT YOUR COUNTY AG DEPT. WITH QUESTIONS ABOUT USE 
REPORTING

o Pesticides used for the production of an agricultural commodity must be 
registered by the US EPA, or exempt from registration

o Cannot use white vinegar from the grocery store (5% acetic acid)
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C O UN TY AG RIC ULTURAL C O M M ISS IO N ER C O N TAC T  IN FO

Marin County

(415) 473-6700

1682 Novato Blvd. 
Suite 150-A
Novato, CA 94947

Sonoma County

(707) 565-2371

133 Aviation Blvd. 
Suite 110
Santa Rosa, CA 95403

Napa County

(707) 253-4357

1710 Soscol Ave.
Suite 3
Napa, CA 94559

Compliance Assistance for Employers: 
https://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/dept/quicklinks/compliance.htm

https://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/dept/quicklinks/compliance.htm
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