
Native Plants in 

Home Gardens
Building habitat in your landscape



• Conservation

• Education

• Gardening

• Rare Plant Science

• Vegetation Science

To become a native plant gardener, 

you might look at state and local 

CNPS sites



The El Dorado Chapter of the California Native Plant Society is at eldoradocnps.org



Redbud-cnps.org covers Placer and Nevada counties



Sherwood 

Demonstration 

Garden

Next to 

Folsom Lake 

College, back 

by the 

Observatory



The Sherwood Demo Garden has a 

native section, with an example of 

grouping by plant community

chaparral

Dry perennial/
scrub

riparian

Oak woodland

grassland



American River Conservancy Native Garden
Wakamatsu Farm on Cold Springs Rd
Private property, by appt, call 530-621-1224

OPEN FARM DAYS: 1st Saturdays in Oct, Nov





UC Davis 

Arboretum

California 

Native Plant 

Garden



http://arboretum.ucdavis.edu





http://arboretum.ucdavis.edu



National Wildlife Federation

http://nwf.org/Garden-For-Wildlife/About/Native-Plants.aspx

Best host plants for butterflies and moths, by zip code



How native is it?

• California native?

• El Dorado County 

native?

• Native to your 

neighborhood?



Carpenteria californica

The granddaddy of online plant selection tools







Toyon

Heteromeles arbutifolia



Western redbud

Cercis occidentalis

Communities:

Chaparral, 

Foothill woodland

Habitat: canyons, 

slopes



Western Azalea

Rhododendron occidentalis



Flannelbush

Fremontodendron decumbens



www.calscape.com







How do you want your yard to look in 5 years?



Identify the 

dominant plant 

communities 

for your yard

Blue Oak

Interior Live Oak

Grey pine

Western redbud

Toyon

Manzanita 

Chamise

Buckbrush

Coyote brush



Evaluate your own goals

• Save water 

• Reduce workload

• Attract birds and 

butterflies

• Save species 

from extinction



Consider 

structural plants 

first

Protect oaks

Add high-value species 

for ecosystem



Example:

Giant wild rye 

Elymus condensatus

“Lotties choice”

Matilija poppy

Consider adult plant size



Note varieties and 

cultivars:

Variety: grows in nature, 

reproduces true to type

Cultivar: cultivated variety, 

may or may not reproduce 

true to type

Are often cloned in the 

nursery trade

Zauschneria californica mexicana

Zauschneria californica ‘Calistoga’





Design with dormancy in mind





Grouping can 

help





Or appreciate the natural look



Evergreens

Example:

Bush Anemone

Carpenteria

californica

‘Elizabeth’



Dwarf coyote bush

Baccharis pilularis “Pigeon Point”



Plan to do some 

maintenance

You’ll dead-head 

and cut back as 

needed 



Finding Plants 

Native Plant Sales

El Dorado CNPS: 

First Saturday in April and October

Master Gardener Plant Sale: 

Spring, sometimes Fall but not in 2017

Propagate



Examine plants 

before you buy



• Plant when soil is warm and you anticipate 

seasonal rainfall

• Plant in plant community zones, by water needs

• Do not amend soil in the planting hole

• Top dress with leaves, compost, mulch, small 

rocks, as appropriate for the zone

• Be tolerant of insect damage



Water to establish, usually 1-3 years:

1st summer: once a week

2nd summer: 2-3 times a month, deeper

3rd summer: 1-2 times total, very deep

4th summer: 0

Water in the early morning



Established 

plants show 

significant 

new leaf 

growth

This can take 

1-3 years



Most gardeners over water

Don’t!
Check soil with fingers--is it damp?

If YES, don’t water!

If NO, maybe water

Do not water if going dormant

or showing signs of fungal wilt

Not during heat of day

Once established, revise watering, especially in 

drought. Emulate winter and spring rains if 

needed.



UC Davis plant trials

Goal:

Find native plants for 

commercial nursery trade 

that use less water and fewer 

chemicals

Method:

Chose 10 underused/unused native plants

• Established 24 of each in a hot sunny field for 2 years 

• Once established, tested 4 watering regimes

• Evaluated for foliage, flowering, vigor



Native plants 

are survivors

Palmer Oak, 

Quercus palmeri

13,000 years old





Heuchera-
Coral bells

Solidago-
goldenrod



Oregon Grape

Mahonia aquifolium

Berberis aquifolium



Creeping mahonia

Berberis aquifolium var. repens



yarrow Sticky monkeyflower Lupine

Linum- western blue
flax

Mimulus
cardinalis

Douglas
Iris



Showy Milkweed

Asclepias speciosa

Narrowleaf Milkweed

Asclepias fascicularis



Mock Orange
Philadelphus lewisii
Ssp. californicus ‘Covelo’ 



Spice bush

Western Columbine



Wild ginger

Salal
Gaultheria shallon



Woodland strawberry

Wild grape


