


This California native is a woody evergreen shrub to 4 feet tall 
and 4 feet wide that produces maroon-stemmed, brilliant blue-
violet flowers from mid-spring to early summer. The gray-green 
leaves have a deliciously strong fragrance. It is heat and drought 
tolerant but not for gardens where water pools in winter.

Kangaroo paw is a spiky perennial that produces curious 
flowers resembling furry little “paws” on elongated stems to 20 
inches tall. More frost tolerant than some previously-available 
varieties, its upright form and dark-green foliage make it useful 
as an accent among low-growing plants.

Russian sage is a tough, heat-tolerant, deciduous perennial that 
thrives in the most harsh environments. This compact variety 
will reward you with vertical spikes of showy purple blooms in 
the summer garden. It should be cut to the base in winter.

This evergreen desert native has long, narrow, blue-gray leaves 
that radiate from a woody base to form a spiky globe. Cream-
colored flowers emerge in summer on tall spikes on mature 
plants. It is drought tolerant, survives temperatures several 
degrees below freezing, and makes a striking accent plant.

A mound-forming and dependable evergreen perennial that 
will grow in either sun or part shade. In spring it is covered 
with clean, white flowers that add sparkle to any planting. One 
of the most adaptable garden perennials around, it thrives in a 
wide range of light and water conditions.

A medium-sized grass to 3 feet tall with delicate flower sprays 
that create a cloud of pink over loose tufts of narrow green 
leaves in summer and fall. Performs beautifully in full sun with 
infrequent deep irrigation.

Also called “eyelash grass,” this tough, sun-loving, warm-season 
grass has flowers and seeds even bigger and more showy than 
those of the species. In native landscapes with low water it 
produces a fluffy summer display of buff-colored flowers.

A low-growing, shrubby sage with small, rounded, gray leaves 
and masses of unusually clear-blue flowers. It loves the sun and 
brings the sky down to earth in the low-water garden, creating 
a field of gray and blue that works well with yellow-blooming 
plants like bush daisy.  

For low water and full sun, it is hard to beat the silver foliage 
and dark-blue flowers of azure bush germander. Showiest in 
winter and early spring, it will extend your garden’s season of 
display with only annual shaping to keep it compact.

This tough, evergreen ground cover has attractive, shiny, 
scalloped leaves and produces delicate, pale-pink flowers 
in spring. A marvelous shade plant, it survives infrequent 
irrigation keep the dry-shade garden fresh and lush on the 
hottest of summer days.

Like an agave but without the stiff and painful spines, this plant 
has been marvelous as a large container specimen. The arching, 
bluish-gray leaves do best in afternoon shade. In the Arboretum 
Terrace Garden, where it is protected from frost, it showed no 
damage from this winter’s cold spell.



Tough and sun loving, this upright perennial to 2 feet tall has 
salmon-colored flowers instead of the common orange-red.  
This dependable bloomer is perfect for low-water landscapes.

A tough, variegated sedge for brightening up the dry-shade 
garden. Creamy, striped, evergreen leaves form a beautiful 
mound, creating an accent among darker-green ground covers. 

A long-lived shrub with evergreen leaves, the “laurustinus,” as 
it is known, is one of the best tough shrubs for garden bloom 
and screening. This new dwarf variety will fit perfectly in your 
urban or suburban landscape, growing only 2-3 feet tall by 3 
feet wide. It flowers in winter and early spring.

A tough, low-water choice for shady gardens, this cultivar will 
“wow” you with its tall columns of deep-blue flowers in March 
and April. It makes a dramatic, ground-covering display in the 
low-maintenance garden.

This unusual ornamental oregano produces a mass of delicate, 
pink-purple flowers on a mat of medium-green leaves. Tough 
and drought tolerant, it likes full sun and hot exposures and 
will attract butterflies with its nectar.

The finely-divided leaves on this ground-hugging plant sport 
attractive, purple flowers in summer. It makes a great addition 
to container plantings and will spill delicately over the edge of 
the pot.

This California native shrub produces long, silvery catkins in 
winter that dangle from the stems to create a dramatic display. 
Great for extending interest in the low-water garden through 
the winter, it is useful as an evergreen screen.

Cape rush is an unusual plant from South Africa with evergreen 
stems and chocolate-colored  “grass-like” flower spikes.  It 
creates a fountain to 2-3 feet tall that sways in the wind 
contrasting nicely with silver leaved plants and colorful flowers. 

This rare native tree grows only on the Channel Islands of 
California and is not usually available for gardens. With clean, 
dark-green leaves, it forms a beautiful, drought-tolerant, cone-
shaped tree, excellent for accent or screen.

Rushes are especially useful to create strong, vertical accents 
in low-maintenance plantings. The bluish tint to the foliage of 
this variety creates a lovely exclamation point for the front of 
plantings. Tolerates poorly-drained soils and can be cut to the 
ground to rejuvenate as needed.

This plant is a good substitute for invasive Pampas grass to 
create a large statement near entryways or at the back of the 
border.  Cream and white striped leaves emerge in spring to 6-8 
feet and are then topped with bronze tassel-like flowers that 
toss in the wind.  Cut to the ground in winter.


