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Properly for Longevity,
Safety and Beauty

roper tree pruning removes dying, diseased or
injured wood, crossing or crowded branches,
restructures tree shape, or reduces tree height.
i per thinning of the tree's canopy increases
ﬂnt and air circulation, and reduces wind resist-
! ance and the occurrence of some diseases.
Pruning also influences growth and flower bud

% formation.
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cut. These shoots are weakly attached. /i
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Pruning Tips:
* Make pruning cuts, just outside of the
branch collar.

* Prune regularly to avoid making large Do not leave stubs
cuts that remove branches 3-inches or  Stubs allow pest and
larger in diameter. diseases o invade.

* For clean cuts on large limbs, use a 3-saw cut to avoid
limb breakage and bark damage See diagram.

= Do not remove more than 25% of the foliage within a
growing season as it triggers rapid regrowth.

= Prune after leaf fall and during winter or dormant
“months. Branch structure is easy to see at this time.

- Broken, dead, or pest infested branches can be
removed any time of year.
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Topping vs. Thinning

TeunNING AND CROWN
RepucTion, YES!

Torpring, NO!
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Do Not Top Trees!!

Start out right by planting trees appropriate for avail-
able space at tree’s maturity. Prune a young tree for
structure and form during the first 3-5 years.

For more information call your local University of Califorma
Cooperative Extension Master Gardeners

or visit the UCCE California Cardenmng website

http.//cagardenweb.ucdavis.edu
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